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Page 3 Overcrowding continues 
Some classes increased enrollment after 12th day 
despite predictions enrollment would level out 
By Daniel Garcia Ordaz 
The Pan American 
Despite predictions by 
administrators ("Size 
Matters," "Discomfort," The 
Pan American, January 23) 
who assumed some students 
would cut their schedules 
before the 12th school day, 
figures show a 28 percent 
increase in over-enrolled 
classes. 
Early semester data shows 
122 UTPA classes are over-
enrolled. Twelfth class day 
data from UTPA's Office of 
Institutional Research, an 
extension of the university 
president's office, shows 157 
overbooked classes. Of the 
157 overcrowded classes, 
123 are undergraduate, 19 
are graduate courses, and 15 
are laboratories. 
The 12th day of class is 
used by UT-System schools 
as a cut-off date for identify­
ing enrollment data for sub­
mission to the System, the 
Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board 
(THECB), and the state. 
Instructors present verified 
class rolls to administrators 
who subsequently present 
instructors official, final 
class rolls after the date. 
Since students cannot 
receive tuition and fees 
reimbursements after the 
12th day of class, the state 
expects students to remain 
See ENROLLMENT page 9 
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n  A m e r i c a n  
Federal program funds nationwide 
Internet access to school districts, 
equipment discounts to libraries 
By Ryan Zimmerman-Weaver 
The Pan American 
The E-Rate (Education-Rate) 
Program is a federal program estab­
lished through the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996 
and states that Congress will provide 
$2.25 billion in federal funds per 
year, for ten years. 
The money allows all school dis­
tricts nationwide access to the 
Internet and gives districts and pub­
lic libraries discounts of 20% to 
90% on telecommunications equip­
ment: computers, internet connec­
tions, cabling, and networking. 
Region One Lead Education 
Specialist Diana Berger is excited 
about the program and said the E-
Rate program is a "win-win situation 
for all school districts." 
Since 1997, Region One school 
districts have received $75 million 
dollars in E-Rate funding. 
School districts are eligible for the 
monies based on the number of stu­
dents enrolled in the free and 
reduced lunch program. Berger said 
South Texas has received an enor­
mous amount of these federal E-
Rate funds due to the "low socio­
economic levels of the region." 
The Region One area of Texas 
encompasses school districts from 
Laredo to Brownsville. All 38 
school districts within Region One 
have high speed Internet access 
because of these federal funds. 
Berger explained that Region One 
has established an E-Rate 
Consortium that helps these school 
districts fill out the bundles of paper­
work for the funding. 
"We'll do all the paperwork for 
the teeny-tiny school districts," 
Berger said. 
So far, 18 of the 38 school dis­
tricts that comprise Region One 
have joined the Consortium and 
received $7.7 million as a group 
from the last wave of E-Rate distrib­
utions. 
Region One recently submitted all 
applications for Round 4 of the E-
Rate program. "E-Rate years go in 
rounds," Berger said. "Round One is 
the first year, Round Two the second 
year, and so on...We are going to 
start Round 4 (Year 4) in July [of 
2001]." 
SGA officers featured on the cover of national 
magazine for their committment to UTPA 
By Eliza Lopez 
The Pan American 
Student Leader Magazine will feature 
UTPA Student Government Association 
(SGA) officers Benigna Garcia and Clara 
Aguilar on the cover of the Winter 2001 
issue. 
Student Leader Magazine is the nation's 
premier leadership development resource for 
college and university campus decision mak­
ers. Launched in 1993, the magazine is dis­
tributed to more than 1,200 schools across 
the country. It is published by Oxendine 
Publishing in Gainesville, Florida and is now 
in its 18th year of producing magazines, 
books, seminars and web sites for collegiate 
and high school student leaders. 
Garcia, SGA president, and Aguilar, SGA 
vice-president, are being recognized for their 
commitment to bettering UTPA, their leader­
ship roles in SGA and academic achieve­
ments. 
"What got us to appear on this magazine is 
really a long story," Aguilar said. 
See COVER page 9 
NATIONAL NEWS 
• A Secret Service officer 
wounded a man to end a 
10-minute standoff in front 
of the White House fence 
Wednesday. The man, 
identified as Robert W. 
Pickett from Evansville, Ind, 
was shot in the leg after 
firing shots and brandishing 
his weapon near the White 
House. Although the incident 
triggered a tense security 
lock down, the President 
was not in danger at any 
time. Pickett, who wasn't 
listed in the Secret Service 
files as a threat to the 
President was taken to 
George Washington 
University hospital where he 
was to undergo knee 
surgery and psychological 
evaluation. 
SPORTS 
• After leading the NFC by 
rushing for 1,521 yards, 
Minnesota Vikings' running 
back Robert Smith stunned 
the NFL world by 
announcing his retirement 
Tuesday. The 28-year-old 
Smith is retiring after eight 
seasons with the Vikings. 
The frequently injured 
running back retires as the 




An Inside Look: 
Opinion 2 
Calendar 7 
UTPA Tennis & Golf 10 
February 8 
2 0 0 1 
1201 West University, CAS 170 Edinburg, Texas 78539 
(956) 381 -2541 Fax: (956) 316-7122 
http://www.panam.edu/dept/panamerican 
49th Year-No. 31 
Editor £ 
Eladio Jaimez; 




dgarcia!2 @ panam. edu 











Austin Bureau Chief 










Tilt tilMJIN Is 
the official student 





those of the 
writers and do not 
necessarily reflect 
those of the 
university. 
Letters policy 





number. They will 
be printed at the 





tive format of this 
publication at The 
Pan American busi­
ness office. For spe­
cial assistance to 
attend any event 
listed in this publi­
cation, contact the 
coordinator of the 
event at least one 
week prior to the 
advertised date. 
Opinion 
e t t e r s  •  e d i t o r i a l s  
Editor's Thoughts liiill 
Praising and celebrating the 'old man' 
By Eladio Jaimez 
The Pan American 
Growing up I hated when my 
dad sat in front of the t.v for 
hours watching the Dallas 
Cowboys or the Notre Dame 
Fighting Irish take on big-time 
rivals like the Washington 
Redskins or the USC Trojans, 
respectively. 
It grew on me though. I soon 
became a huge Cowboys and 
Notre Dame fan. To this day I 
root for the 'Boys even though 
they only win one game, and I'll 
pick the Irish over the Broncs 
any day. 
My father gave me my love 
for sports. Through my love for 
sports grew my interest in jour­
nalism. 
My father taught me a lot 
about life. He showed me that no 
matter how tough things get you 
always keep a cool head about 
things. He showed me it was 
alright to laugh at life, but most 
important he taught me how to 
be a man. 
Sunday marks the fifth year 
anniversary of my dad's passing. 
Its hard to lose a parent, espe­
cially at the young age of 18. 
My dad stressed education to 
my sister and I. He didn't posess 
a degree, but he was well read 
and knowledgable in many 
areas. He faced his share of 
struggles to support his family, 
but he never gave up. 
He was always there to help 
us with our homework or teach 
us how to catch a baseball and 
punt a football. 
I remember our dreaded trips 
to the barber on Saturday morn­
ings. He always wanted me to 
accompany him on his errands. I 
hated it. I wanted to stay home 
and play with my friends. I'm 
glad I didn't stay because those 
are the moments I cherish now 
that he is gone. 
In retrospect, our Oldsmobile 
station wagon was our class­
room. He crammed 55 years of 
life lessons into 18 short years. 
He didn't do too bad of a job. 
He gave me my sense of 
humor. Anyone that had the 
honor of meeting my father 
knows the kind of joker he was. 
He always came up with the 
cheesiest jokes. Many times we 
didn't get them, but we laughed 
nonetheless. 
It would be selfish of me to 
wish he was still with us, but its 
hard to let go. 
His memory lives on in my 
sister's and my actions, and I bet 
my mother would be quick to 
agree. 
A day doesn't go by that I 
don't think about the old man. I 
don't know how long I will live, 
but rest assured everyday of my 
life I'll look back at my father's 
lessons for guidance. 
I owe a lot to Michael. This 
prompted me to write about him. 
To honor him. 
English musician Fat Boy 
Slim put it best in his song 
"Praise You." 
"I have to celebrate you baby. 
I have to praise you like I 
should." 
My father definitely deserves a 
lot of praise for raising my sister 
and I. 
Letters to the Editor 
Writer criticizes professor's letter 
Esteemed editor, 
Someone should teach 
Etzel Cardena to write. 
His opinions in The Pan 
American are facetious, 
ridiculous and misguided. 
Moreover, his essay lacks 
the critical and analytical 
substance a professor's 
essay should include given a 
doctor's level of education. 
If he thinks that The Pan 
American is a poor example 
of academic and collegiate 
writing, he should proofread 
his own work instead of 
rushing to judge the only 
source of student news. 
As a professional writer 
with five years experience, 
four as one of the few local 
Hispanic writers with The 
Monitor, where I wrote 
several popular columns and 
had stories picked up by the 
Associated Press Wire 
service, and one year as 
publisher and editor of my 
own 24 page magazine, I 
believe I can safely criticize 
a professor's writing. 
Cardena mentions that he 
has read at least seven 
different college 
newspapers. Did he notice 
that there were probably 20 
to 40 writers on the paper? 
Did he notice that some 
papers are double and triple 
the size and distribution 
than The Pan American? 
Here at UTPA we're lucky 
if Daniel Garcia Ordaz 
doesn't write all the news 
stories. Moreover, top 
Division I schools have 
daily newspapers with more 
funds to encourage top 
students to join the news 
corp. Here at UTPA, the 
paper is under funded to the 
extent that last year they 
had to run at least ten 
chewing tobacco ads for 
money. 
Cardena also comes 
dangerously close to 
echoing several terrible 
professors at UTPA who 
have criticized Mexican-
American students to the 
point where they drop out of 
school completely. I have 
heard many horror stories 
from people twice my 
tender age of 24 about how 
faculty at UTPA embarrased 
them to the point of tears. 
And since when did UTPA 
represent Mexican-
American culture? 
If anything this university 
represents the exact 
opposite. The school was 
designed to educate the 
local elite agricultural 
establishment. 
During the age of college 
discrimination (past and 
present), most recently the 
Hopwood exclusion, UTPA 
educated brilliant and poor 
minorities that other 
universities would not 
accept because of their 
Spanish surname and bronze 
hue. 
Respectfully submitted in 




I Thumbs up to 
your old favorite 
shirt surviving the 
wash. 
I Thumbs up to 
cool bosses. 
I Thumbs up to 
funny party 
stories you always 
like telling. 
I Thumbs up to lazy 
days. 
I Thumbs up to 
coming home to 
a full fridge. 
I Thumbs up to 
days you can't 
find anything to 
complain about. 
I Thumbs up to old 
songs that still 
sound cool today. 
I Thumbs up to 
German exchange 
students. 
I Thumbs up to the 
Stone Temple 
Pilots. 
I Thumbs down to 
that toothpaste 
after taste. 
I Thumbs down to 
liter on the 
campus. 
I Thumbs down to 
a world without 
"The Simpsons." 
I Thumbs down to 
mean people. 
I Thumbs down to 
having 100+ 
| channels and only 
§ five worth 
£ watching. 
• • Thumbs down to 
^ having to 
scrounge for 
change to use. as 
gas money. 
I Thumbs down to 
Green Day not 
calling it quits 
when they 
obviously should. 
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fr IBB news briefs 
UTPA casts Broadway veteran in 
production of "Into the Woods" 
Special to The Pan American "1 never went on " McEnnis said. "But it 
The Pan American was a neat experience." 
I would like UTPA more if there 
was more pride from the stu­
dents and the professors. There 
should be more student partici­
pation in organizations like stu­




Pat McEnnis, a Broadway-veteran, has been 
cast in the Stephen Sondheim's musical "Into the 
Woods" at the University of Texas-Pan 
American. 
It is not often that University Theatre students 
can share the stage with a former Broadway 
actress, but McEnnis has not lost her love of act­
ing and enjoys working p 
with the students. 'Til® UltlV&fSitV T 
McEnnis, a native 
Texan, moved to New ' 
York to live every Mamstap/p 
actor's dream. She 
spent her first couple of j 
years working part-time : i 
in a department store presi 
while auditioning for 
roles. 
She* was cast as May 
Peterson's understudy 
and as a mother in the 
original Broadway pro­
duction of "Bye Bye 
Birdie." After "Bye 
Bye Birdie" she was 
cast as a chorus mem­
ber in the Broadway 
show "Red Head." 
She then went on a 
U.S. tour as Smitty in 
the musical "How to 
Succeed In Business 
Without Really 
Trying." Then she 
served as a stand-by for 
Carol Channing in "Hello Dolly. 
I would want there to be more 
parking spaces without the word 
"Reserved." To me that is a big 
discouragement to come here. 
David Longoria 
Police Administration 
I would want UTPA to have a 
football team. It would attract 
more students to come here, and 




I would want UTPA to have more 
consideration for night students 
in every aspect, including stu­
dent activities and offering a 
larger variety of night courses. 
Alex Gelman 
T.V. / Film 
Theft 
On 1-30-01 at 3:53 pm a female staff member of 
the Engineering Building reported her purse was 
stolen from office # 3.224. The purse was stolen 
between 12:20 and 3:50 pm on 1-30-01. A 
description of a suspicious male in the area was 
provided to patrol officers. 
Indecent Exposure 
On 1-24-01 at 3:59 pm a female student reported 
a white male subject exposed himself to her in Lot-F. 
The male was driving a small blue two-door vehicle. 
The incident occurred around 1:45 on 1-24-01. It would be more appealing if 
there was a better parking sys 
tern for students, and not just 
faculty. Theft 
On 1-30-01 at 11:30 am a male staff member 
reported a computer was stolen from the Science 
Complex Planetarium. The computer was stolen 
between 12-06-00 and 1-30-01. There was no sign 
of forced entry. 
Anyone with information on these or any campus 
crimes please contact the University Police Department at 
316-7151 or call Crime Stoppers at 381-2666. Internet 
messages can be sent to crimeline@panam.edu. 
February 8, 2001 MMIiJIDMDN Page 4 
An important message from the editor 
To the students, faculty, staff and administrators of UTPA, 
I felt compelled to explain the duties I have as editor of The Pan American because too many students, faculty and administra­
tors don't know what those duties include. 
As editor I have full authority over The Pan American. The Student Publications Committee, which unfortunately was com­
prised of more faculty and staff than students, hired me to take full responsibility of the newspaper. 
The majority of the funds for The Pan American come from Student Services fees. The editor makes all decisions concerning 
the content of the newspaper. I make the final decision in most areas of the paper including production, stories, story ideas, lay­
outs and ads. 
Any complaints about the newspaper, according to protocol, should be directed to me only, not to administrators, faculty or the 
advisor. 
All letters to the editor are reviewed, but not all will be published. Those that make it into the paper will appear at my discretion 
and are subject to editing without changing the author's message. 
Hiring and firing reporters, photographers and graphic/layout designers also falls under my responsibilities. 
The only area I have no control over is money. Advisor to The Pan American Arturo Longoria holds two responsibilities: He 
controls the newspaper's budget, and he authorizes salaries, pay raises and cuts. 
His other duty is letting me know when something is libelous. He then advises me to hold the story or not run it at all. The final 
decision is up to me. 
Mr. Longoria is the only faculty member who has input into the production of The Pan American, and even then it's very limit­
ed. 
The Pan American and every other student publication in a college or university is autonomous. This means self-governed. I 
decide what we cover and run. No professor or administrator has any authority over.stories, ads or editorials in The Pan 
American. 
That's the beauty of a student publication. We don't have news filters to worry about. We don't have to worry about pleasing 
large corporations that buy expensive ads. 
Students, faculty, staff and administrators are welcome to write letters to the editor. Again those letters are subject to editing and 
published at the editor's discretion. 
Sincerely, 
Editor-in-chief, 
The Pan American 
We Honor Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner 
Student Discount Card 




7:00 AM. • 10: P.H. 
(Sun • Thurs) 




EDINBURG I 321 IV. UNIVERSITY DR. I 383-0521 
6 weeks, € ctedits, as low as $2,900 (based on typical costs 
of tuition, room & board, books, and estimated airfare) 
Term T. May 21-June 29 * Term 2; July 2-August 10 
www.outreach.hawali.edu • toll-free 1 (800) 862-0028 
University of Hawaii at iVJanoa, Summer Sessions 
CLASSIFIEDS 
Earn your bragging rights. Get 
your name and work published in 
Gallery. Bring art, photography, 
poetry, and prose to CAS 266 by 
March 20. 
Free "parking" spaces guaran­
teed. Gallery has plenty of space 
for your art, prose and poetry. Bring 
submissions to CAS 266 by March 
20. 
EXXPOSE yourself! Submit your 
art, photos, poetry, and prose to 
Gallery literary magazine. CAS 266 
by March 20. 
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UTPA "s award-winning student 
newspaper, The Pan , 
seeks enthusiastic students to 
report the following: 
"Campus and Education 
"Science, Environment & Health 
"Polities'and. Government 
*Art and Leisure 
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H carry over into any career. All majors 
^ APPLY NOW AT CAS 170! 




February 8, 2001 M MH flUWKflH Page 6 















Sixteen Valley high school students will join the High" Class of2001 when they t 
Houston. The students will conduct experiments on NASA's KC-135A (the " cor 
excited! Only 10 regions ser 
NASA every other year and 
picked to go. We're already 
Jeannette Barrera, one of tl 
dents chosen to participate, s 
great! Because of this progrc 
myself pursuing someting in 
Micheal Sabat said his grc 
ment was dealing with robot 
"In preparation for the flig 
April, we will be conducting 
water zero-bouyancy test to i 
the zero-gravity during the 
flight." 
LeMAster said the pro­
gram benefits both NASA 
and the students involved. 
"They [NASA] receive 
ideas by people who aren't 
jaded or biased by what they 
already know," LeMaster 
said. "And it's beneficial to 
the students because they 
begin to harbor an interest in 
engineering and science 
related fields." 
All students and sponsors 
particpating are listed next 
by school. 
By Ryan Zimmerman-Weaver 
The Pan American 
As part of the Fly High Class of 2001 
program, 16 high school students from 
four Region One school districts have been 
selected to conduct experiments on 
NASA's KC-135A reduced gravity aircraft. 
The students submitted essays with pos­
sible experiments that they would perform 
in an anti-gravity 







Bob Jones judged the 
essays and students 
were chosen based on 
practicality and origi­
nality of the possible 
experiments. The win­
ning students will be 
traveling to Johnson Space Center in 
Houston and staying for 10 days to com­
plete the program. 
NASA's KC-135A aircraft, appropriately 
nicknamed the "Vomit Comet," flies a par­
abolic path with the objects inside in a free 
fall, said LeMaster. 
He added, "[The people inside] are float­
ing like a projectile." 
Each team will fly twice in a two hour 
flight with their micro-gravity experiment 
on-board the "Vomit Comet." 
Dr Ellen M. Gonzalez, Associate 














in round one 
flights in 
Texas Fly High Class of 1999. 
Kurt Liljidahl, physics professor and 
sponsor at James "Nikki" Rowe High 
School in McAllen said, "We're really 
I hey [NASA] receive ideas by peo­
ple who aren't jaded or biased by what 
they already know. And it's beneficial to 
the students because they begin to har­
bor an interest in engineering and sci­
ence related fields. 
— Ed LeMaster 
UTPA Engineering Department Chairperson 
February 8, 2001 MMIIMKfltl Page 7 
We 're really excited! Only 10 
regions send teams to NASA every other 
year and we were picked to go. We're 
already packed! 
— Kurt Liljidahl 
Physics Professor at Nikki Rowe High School 
lnvel to the Johnson Space Center in 
t") while experiencing weightlessness. % 




said, "It's so 





I jtn under 
)mpare with 
McAllen ISD, Nikki Rowe H.S.: Is real 
Diaz, Jeannette Barrera, Micheal Sabat, 
Mark Lopez, Kurt Liljidahl - sponsor; 
Brownsville ISD, Homer Hanna H.S.: 
Zahra Moshfeghian, Amanda Harris, 
Celina Cepeda, Jacob Sais; Harlingen 
CISD, Harlingen H.S.: Erika Hess, Trade 
Fitting, Emily Stenseng, Eduardo Salas, 
Michele Marquette - sponsor; United ISD, 
United Magnet H.S.: Dina Mastee, Anna 
Mastee, Monica Murillo, Estevan 
Martinez. 
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Thursday, February 8 Student 
Health Services offers a Skin Care 
Clinic from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. with 
reduced prices for all students, faculty 
and staff. The clinic performs removal 
of warts and skin tags; evaluation of 
sun exposure and moles and treatment 
for acne and other skin problems. For 
an appointment call 381-2511. 
Thursday, February 8 The 
Philosophy Club will hold a meeting 
at noon in room 111 of the Social and 
Behavioral Sciences Building. 
Friday, February 9-11,16-18 The 
UTPA Folkloric Dance Company will 
present their last series of ALEGRIA 
2000-2001 concerts. Thirty-six 
dancers and musicians will bring the 
drama and excitement of Mexico and 
Spain's dance and music to life. The 
concerts are held Friday, Feb. 9 at 7 
p.m., Saturday Feb. 10 and Sunday, 
Feb. 11 at 2 p.m., Friday Feb. 16 at 7 
p.m., Saturday, Feb. 17 and Sunday, 
Feb. 18 at 2 p.m. All concerts take 
place in the Fine Arts Auditorium. 
Tickets are $5 in advance, $7 at the 
door. For more information call 381 -
2230. 
Monday, February 12 Career 
Placement Services presents an 
Ericsson information session from 6 
to 8 p.m. in the Engineering 
Auditorium. For more information call 
381-2284. 
Tuesday, February 13 Student Health 
Services will perform lipid profiles 
from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. The screening 
includes cholesterol; high density 
lipoprotein cholesterol; low density 
lipoprotein and cholesterol calcula­
tion. Participants must fast for 8-12 
hours prior to screening. For more 
information call 381-2511. 
Tuesday, February 13 through 
Thursday, February 15 The 
Counseling Center will sponsor a 
Relationship Screening to help the 
university community evaluate their 
relationships and provide information­
al resources and material to interested 
participants. The Center encourages 
couples to attend the screening, but if 
one partner cannot attend, singles are 
also encouraged to evalute their rela­
tionships and take information to their 
partner. Screenings take place on the 
fifth floor of the STUS building and 
are held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. An 
information table will be set-up on 
Valentine's Day on the first floor of 
the STUS building from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 
Wednesday, February 14 The Valley 
Symphony Orchestra and Chorale, the 
Rio Grande Regional Hospital and the 
South Texas Symphony Association 
have teamed up to plan a special 
Valentine's Day Dance. Tickets, which 
are $30 per person ($300 for a table of 
10), may be purchased by calling the 
symphony office at 630-5355. The 
dance takes place at the Pharr 
Convention Center from 7 to 11 p.m. 
Thursday, February 15 Student 
Placement presents a Target informa­
tion session from 5 to 6 p.m. at the 
Student Services Building, room 153. 
For more information call 381-2243. 
Friday, February 23 Student Health 
Services offers a Men's Wellness 
Clinic from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. SHS 
will conduct prostate, testicular and 
rectal 
screenings for male students, faculty 
and staff. To make an appointment 
call 381-2511. 
Friday, February 23 and Saturday, 
February 24 The UTPA Music 
Department presents the UTPA 
Mariachi in concert on Feb. 23 and 24 
at 7 p.m. in the Fine Arts Auditorium. 
The Mariachi will be performing tra­
ditional mariachi music including 
Jalisciences, canciones rancheras and 
baladas romanticas. Tickets are $5 in 
advance and $7 at the door. 
Wednesday, February 28 Student 
Health Services will conduct a 
Women's Wellness Clinic from 8:30 
to 11:30 a.m. Pap smears, pelvic 
exams and breast exams are at a 
reduced rate for all female students, 
faculty and staff. For information call 
381-2511. 
Every Wednesday Student Health 
Services conducts free and confiden­
tial HIV/AIDS testing every 
Wednesday from 9 a.m. to noon. The 
tests and counseling are done on the 
first floor of Emilia Hall. Students, 
faculty, staff and community members 
are welcome. Ask for Rufrm. 
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COVER continued from page 1 
Aguilar, Garcia and another SGA representative, 
Gonzalo Perez Garcia, attended a conference in St. 
Louis, held by SLM publishers. While sitting in ses­
sions Garcia realized most of the things they were 
talking about, that other universities hadn't started, 
had already been started at UTPA. 
"We had things like SGA listserv that enables our 
organization to communicate at the same time over 
the Internet, a newsletter, and lots of programs that 
ENROLLMENT 
help students," Aguilar said. 
Aguilar mentioned the editors became very inter­
ested in interviewing Garcia, and in the process she 
let the editors know about Aguilar too, and that they 
worked as a team. 
SLM editors told Garcia only one could be fea­
tured on the cover. They both attended hour long 
interviews with the editors. In the end, the editors 
featured both Agiolar and Garcia on the cover. 
"We get to keep something like 10 free copies of 
the magazine to give to anyone we would like. I never 
thought this was going to happen to me. I know Beni 
is excited too. Wwhen I called Beni, she didn't 
believe me, that was cool! We're very excited, we've 
worked hard," said Aguilar about appearing on 
Student Leader Magazine. 
Before becoming a part of SGA, Aguilar used to 
complain about problems with the university, until 
she realized she had another option. She decided that 
she could either continue complaining or do some­
thing about it by joining SGA. 
"Since then, I've dedicated a lot of my time and 
weekends to SGA, except for this semester because 
I'm focusing on graduation," Aguilar said. 
Aguilar thinks her time has been worth while, get­
ting more involved in school will help a student in the 
long run. 
continued from page 1 
enrolled in their respective courses. 
Twelfth day of class numbers also 
represent an increase in over-enrolled 
credit hours from 733 (The Pan 
American, January 25) to 837. New 
data shows 261 students are over-sub­
scribed into classes, compared to 
January's 242. 
Students who failed to drop classes 
before the refund deadline passed have 
made the university at least an addition­
al $82,721.25 from over-enrollment. 
In the 15 laboratories with over-
enrollment, there are 28 students. They 
account for 24 credits hours—not 
counting labs which charge only three-
hour credit. Assuming they equally 
divide the credits into 3-hour incre­
ments, have Texas residency status and 
are undergraduates, students have made 
the university at least $2,310.00 in 
tuition and fees. (24 divided by 3 credit 
hours equals 8 students; 8 students tak­
ing 3 hours apiece, at a cost of $288.75 
per 3 credit hours). 
In the 19 graduate courses with over-
enrollment, there are 34 students. 
Together, they account for 108 credits 
hours. Assuming the graduates equally 
divide the credits into 3-hour incre­
ments and have Texas residency status, 
they have made the university at least 
$12,555.00 in tuition and fees. (108 
divided by 3 credit hours equals 36 stu­
dents; 36 students taking 3 hours 
apiece, at a cost of $348.75 per 3 credit 
hours). 
In the remaining 123 classes, 261 stu­
dents are over-enrolled. They account 
for another 705 undergraduate credit 
hours. Again assuming they equally 
divide the credits into 3-hour incre­
ments and have Texas residency status, 
paying as undergraduates, they have 
made the university at least $67,856.25 
in tuition and fees. (705 divided by 3 
credit hours equals 235 students; 235 
students taking 3 hours apiece, at a cost 
of $288.75 per 3 credit hours). 
Instead of leveling out, as administra­
tors had predicted, some classes grew 
in size. Several overcrowded courses 
remained over-enrolled and few 
decreased to maximum or less-than-
maximum levels. 
The number of classes at maximum 
levels decreased from 589 to 306 since 
the January report. 
Figures from the 12th day of class 
again indicate over-enrollment is not 
concentrated in a particular academic 
college. Classes in which professors 
and students said they expected discus­
sion and smaller ratios, however—such 
as writing, linguistics, mathematics, 
and several graduate psychology cours­
es—remained over-filled. 
As in January, some departments had 
almost no cases of over-enrollment. For 
example, January data showed the 
music department allowed no over-
enrollment in its 100-plus courses. The 
new report indicates a music apprecia­
tion class over-enrolled and two other 
music classes at maximum, versus no 
over-enrollment and one "max" in 
January. 
The Office of Institutional Research 
is responsible for providing statistics 
and analysis to measure the effective­
ness of enrollment management. The 
division is also responsible for sending 
UTPA's official enrollment data and 
demographic information to the THECB 
in Austin, 
Thursday Feb. 15, 2001 
Student Union Theoter 
7:00 p.m.  
Special Accommodations Call 381-2659 
University Program Board 
Student Health Services 
February 8, 2001 Page 10 
the season he finished Junior- Cross Country 
second at the Angela (1999): He was the top 
Proctor Invitational in finisher on the team and 
the 3,000-meter with a 18 overall at the Baylor 
9:45.62 (3/18). Ran his Invite. With a time of 
best time of the season 28:06, his best of the 
in the 3,000 meter at the season for eight kilome-
lnvitational with a He wrapped up the 
9:23.37 (4/30). Ran his season by leading the 
best time of the season Broncs at the NCAA 
at the Texas A&M South Central Regional 
Invitational (4/15). (11/13). 
Finished sixth in the Sophomore - Track 
(2000): Placed in the 5,000-meter, his only (1999): He placed i2th 
top 10 in all five races indoor meet of the sea- in the 5,OCX) meter at 
on the season. In his son at the LSU Georgia Tech 
first outdoor action of Invitational (1 /29). Invitational. 
Senior (2000): Placed Border Olympics with a at UTPA Invite. Placed 
in the top five in six time of 2:22.39 in the second in both the 400 
races, including one first 800 meter (3/6). Placed meter and 1,500 meter 
place finish. Ran her second with a time of at UTPA Spring Fever 
third best time of the 2:22.44 competing at the Open. 
season in the 800, a Spring Fever Open 
2:21.68, to capture first (3/12). 
place at the Estudiante Junior (1999): 
Universitario Meet in Collected a sc. 
Tampico. Mexico time of 2:21 in the 800 
(3/25). Her best 800- meter run at the 
meter time of the season Runsport All-Comers 
came at the Texas A&M Meet in Houston. Placed I l| Jfc jj 
Invitational, where she sixth in the 800-meter 
ran a time of 2:20.33 to run at the LSU Purple 
place fifth (4/15). She Tiger Indoor Open. 
took second place at the Placed first in 800 meter I m : 1 
By Luis Nunez 
Special to The Pan American 
The 2000-2001 UTPA track 
& field teams will compete 
Saturday at the Run-Sport 
Open in Houston Texas. 
The meet will feature the 
young Broncs who keep 
breaking records and the 
departure of two of the squads 
seniors, Olaya Teran and 
Danny Salazar. 
Salazar and Teran both 
transferred from South Plains 
College and have run out their 
ineligibility. 
"This is the last indoor meet 
for us this year, so I'm 
expecting the team to contin­
ue playing with intensity," 
said head coach Dan Laufer. 
Texas Tech Open Indoor 
Track and Field Meet 
Rashaad Ben was one of 
two Broncs to set school 
records and a total of eight 
Broncs placed in the top five 
in their respective events as 
the UTPA had it's strongest 
performance of the season at 
the Texas Tech Open Indoor 
Track and Field Meet on 
Sunday 
The Broncs' success in their 
last two meets can be attrib­
uted to the up and coming 
freshmen on the team. 
Freshman Valerie Summa 
broke the high jump record in 
her first ever meet as a Bronc 
two weeks ago with a leap of 
5'-5 3/4". The previous record 
was 5'-3 3/4" by Naomi 
Kramer in 1994. 
Freshman Rashaad Ben last 
week broke the 55m hurdle 
record with a time of 7.57. 
The old record was shared 
by both Melvin Brooks and 
Nick Montanez with a time of 
7.84. 
Junior Robert Lopez broke 
the weight throw record with 
an outstanding 48-4. That was 
almost 7 feet longer than 
Ben smashed the school 
record in the 55-meter hur­
dles with a time of 7.57. 
The time earned him first 
place in the meet by just two 
one-hundredths of a second 
over 2000 Olympic Trials 
competitor Trafton Rodgers. 
Ben was running in just 
his second ever indoor hur­
dles meet. Both Melvin 
Brook and Nick Montanez 
held the old UTPA record of 
Gonzalo Gonzalez' 41-9 in 
1998. 
Salazar and Teran will com­
pete in their last meet as part 
of the Bronc distance corps. 
"I'm going to miss every­
one," Salazar said. "It's some­
thing I've been doing since I 
started school. Most of all, 
I'm going to miss eating at 
Subway." 
The departure of Teran 
leaves Perla Handy as the 
lone senior on the women's 
squad. 
The men's squad will be no 
different, leaving Emmanuel 
Butler as the only senior. 
Next up the Broncs will 
host the Bronc High School 
Invitational on Saturday 
February 17. 
7.84. The time was just 1.8 
tenths of a second off the 
NCAA Provisional 
Qualifying Standard. 
"This is only the second 
time that Rashaad Ben has 
ever run the hurdles 
indoors," said Head Coach 
Dan Laufer. "Getting so 
close to qualifying for 
nationals would be amazing 
for anyone except Rashaad. 
He is truly a rarity." 

































Brightest stars to miss All-Star Game 
By Luis Nunez 
Special to The Pan American 
Commentary 
The 2000-2001 NBA All-Star 
Game will take place in our 
nation's capital, Washington D.C. 
Why? I have no clue. The 
Wizards haven't been much of a 
team for as long as I can remem­
ber. Nonetheless, M.J. will have 
the spotlight on him once again. 
The NBA is still trying to juice 
him as much as they can. 
This year's game features a 
much better Western Conference 
team that will surely dominate. I 
predict a shoot-out between the 
leagues two most dominating 
players, Kobe Bryant and Allen 
Iverson. Shaq Daddy, Shaqspeare, 
Diesel (or whatever he calls him­
self), will miss the game which 
will surely help out Kobe in his 
quest for an MVP award. 
Vince Carter might also miss 
the game to heal his sore knee, 
which will help Iverson shoot 
more and not pass less. 
I mean, c'mon, who is he going 
to pass it to? Dikembe Mutombo? 
And what is up with Mutombo 
starting? I think Theo Ratliff of 
the 76ers is more deserving than 
Dikembe. After all, the 76ers are 
the number one team in the NBA. 
Since I've already started com­
plaining about the starters, let's go 
ahead and see what the bench is 
all about. How can a player like 
Elton Brand miss the All-Star 
Game? He's averaging 20.6 ppg 
and 10.5 rpg. Compare him to All-
Star selection Anthony Mason 
who is averaging 15.5 ppg and 9.6 
rpg. Clearly I'm missing the qual­
ifications for being an All-Star. 
Even the NBA's leading scorer a 
few weeks ago, Jerry Stackhouse, 
was close to missing the game. 
Two players I'm glad to see play 
in the All-Star game are Latrell 
Sprewell and Rasheed Wallace. 
They have been overlooked 
because of their bad-boy image 
(Wallace and his love for techni­
cal fouls and Spree for choking 
his ex-coach). It will be interest­
ing to see Rasheed and Kobe on 
the floor at the same time and see 
East team starters-probable 
Player Team Pos, Ht. WL App. Age 
Allen Iverson-Philadelphia G 6-0 165 2 25 
Tracy McGrady-Orlando G 6-8 210 1 20 
Dikembe Mutombo -Atlanta C 7-2 261 7 34 
Vince Carter -Toronto F 6-7 215 2 24 
Anthony Mason-Miami F 6-8 260 I 28 
West team starters-probable 
Player Team Pos. Hi Wt App. Age 
Jason Ktdd-Phoemx G 6-4 212 4 28 
Kobe Bryant-L.A. Lakers G 6-7 210 3 22 
Vlade Divac-Sacramento C 7-1 260 1 33 
Tim Duncan-San Antonio F 7-0 260 3 24 • 
Chris Webber- Sacramento F 6-10 245 3 27 
how Wallace reacts to Kobe's con­
stant shooting. Wallace will be a 
little less tolerant than Shaquille. 
Let's put Rasheed in the picture. 
I can see it now as Kobe drives 
to the hoop, Rasheed proceeds to 
"accidentally" trip Kobe and 
snatch the ball away. 
The West is going to pound the 
East. Tracy McGrady and Iverson 
won't be able to handle the likes 
of Tim Duncan, Chris Webber, or 
even worse, my main-man Kevin 
Garnett. My prediction for MVP 
will be Kobe Bryant, unless some­
thing happens to him (Rasheed 
Wallace see above). 
E-mail comments to 
Lnunezl @ panam.edu 
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BRONC BASKETBALL PREVIEW 
Staff Reports 
The combination of 
Brain Merriweather and 
Mire Chatman will 
attempt to drop the 
Belmon Bruins (11-11) 
below .500 when the 
teams meet Saturday at 
the Fieldhouse at 7:30 
p.m. 
The Broncs (9-13) are 
7-1 at home. 
This will be the first 
meeting between the two 
teams this season, but 
UTPA will travel to 
Nashville, Tenn. to face 
the Bruins near the sea­
sons end. 
Last season, the 
Broncs swept Belmont, 
beating them 80-73 and 
then won 79-69. 
In the Bruins last 
game, Belmont defeated 
Indian-Southeast 96-78. 
Belmont comes into 
the game showing up in 
several of the NCAA's 
weekly statistical rank­
ings. As a team, Belmont 
is second nationally with 
10.1 made three-pointers 
per game, trailing only 
Brian Merriweather and Mire Chatman com­
bined for 48 points as UTPA improved to 7-1 
at home this season with a 95-86 win over 
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi at the UTPA 
Fieldhouse. Merriweather scored 27 points 
and Chatman, a junior from Garland, scored 
21 points in the game to lead UTPA. 
Merriweather hit on 10-of-17 shots from the 
field, including 5-of-8 from three-point range 
to lead all scorers. Chatman had a solid all-
around game with 21 points, five assists, four 
steals and three rebounds. 
Duke, who averages 10.5 
three's per contest. 
Wes Burtner is 15th in 
three pointers per game 
with 3.3 and 30 in scor­
ing, averaging 20 points 
per game, while Steve 
Drabyn's .457 three-
point field goal percent­
age is 18 in the country. 
The Broncs also have 
nationally ranked play­
ers. Merriweather 
jumped into first in the 
NCAA in three-pointers 
made per game at 3.9. 
Chatman is averaging 
2.9 steals per game, plac­
ing him seventh in the 
nation. Chatman is also 
tied for ninth place on 
UTPA's all time steals 
list, with 64. 
Greedy Daniels of 
TCU is ranked first with 
4.9 steals per game. 
UTPA is currently 207 
in the nation in the Jeff 
Sagarin Ratings, up four 
spots from last week, but 
down from its 175th 
ranking earlier this sea­
son, its highest ranking 
in two years. 
Belmont is ranked 239. 
Right: UTPA 
women's golf head 
coach Barb Odale 




from left) and run­
ner-up Danielle 
Netschi (SMU) 
(second from right) 
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Lady Broncs take on Centenary 
Staff Reports 
In their last game, 
Naima Williams led 
UTPA with 22 points and 
10 rebounds as it gained 
its 10th win of the sea­
son, a 76-57 decision 
over Lipscomb 
University. 
The Lady Broncs are 
on pace to surpass the 
school record for most 
wins in a season. 
The school record for 
wins is 12, reached dur­
ing the 1984-85 season. 
The Lady Broncs were 
under the helm John 
McDowell. 
The Lady Broncs face 
of against the Centenary 
Ladies tonight and have 
four games remaining to 
pas the 12 win mark 
The Ladies lost to the 
Lady Broncs in earlier 
this season, 76-47. 
Williams also had a big 
game posting her fourth 
double-double of the sea­
son with a game-high 25 
points and 12 rebounds in 
the win. 
Although UTPA had a 
convincing win, the team 
followed with two losses. 
Centenary hasn't had 
success this season. 
The Ladies are winless 
this season and are on a 
-Sports Information 
UTPA starting point guard Alexis Williams will try to guide the 
Lady Broncs to their 11th win of the season. 
iy-
The Lady Broncs are 
led by Alexandra Gravel 
who averages 14.3 points 
per game and Cheveron 
Terry with 13.3. 
22 game losing streak. 
Their closest game was 
a 63-62 loss to UC-
Riverside. 
Centenary is led by 
Kayla Forester and Alexis 
Pettway who average 9.1 
and 9.0 points respective-
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just two or one play well," said 
Odale. 
Tootie Lauzon finished with 
the best round for the Broncs, 
earning a 16 place finish. 
Freshman Melissa Head was 
35 after the first day and placed 
31st for the tournament. Head 
shot a 78, the second best for 
the day and improved from a 
96 in the second round. 
"I want to improve my short 
game and mentally. That's what 
our team is struggling with 
right now," said Head. 
Despite strong wind condi­
tions, the Lady Broncs were 
able to improve their scores in 
the final round. 
"I was impressed with 
Crystal's performance yester­
day afternoon. Especially with 
the back problem she's been 
having," said Odale. 
Frazier took 23 place after 
shooting a 90 in the final 
round. Frazier tied for 11 place 
after the first day. 
"I saw a lot of good stuff, but 
we also know where we need 
to improve," said Odale. 
UTPA Placed: 7th Final 
Round 1: 336 Score: 
Round 2: 343 1009 
Round 3: 330 
Top Lady Bronc Finishes 
16 Tootie Lauzon 
27 Itziar Unanue 
T 31 Jeannie Lane/Melissa 
Head 
Although the Broncs didn't 
win the tournament, they did 
have improvements. 
"For the most part during the 
second round, where we played 
36 holes in one day. My play­
ers weren't tired, which is a 
great improvement from last 
semester," said Odale. 
Itziar Unanue, Jeannie Lane, 
and Adriana Espinoza placed 
27, 32, and 33 respectively. 
Lamar placed third, while 
Oral Roberts, UTEP, and 
TAMUCC finished fourth, 
fifth, and sixth, respectively. 
UTPA's next invitational is 
the Island Spring Invitational at 
Corpus Christi on February 19-
20. 
Golf team places last at Lady Bronc Classic 
The Lady Broncs weren't able to repeat as champions in the 
Lady Broncs Classic, with their seventh place finish. 
By Isaac Chavarria 
The Pan American 
The outcome of the Lady 
Broncs first meet wasn't what 
they expected, as the team fin­
ished seventh after winning the 
tournament last year. 
"We didn't do quite as well 
as we had hoped," said head 
coach Barb Odale. "Our putting 
killed us all three rounds, 
which is definitely something 
we'll work on to get ready for 
the next tournament." 
Southern Methodist 
University won the team title 
and Texas A&M-Corpus 
Christi's Melissa Newman-
Gillespie won medallist honors 
Wednesday at The Club at 
Cimarron. 
Gillespie shot a 76, the low­
est round of the day, and fin­
ished at 233. 
The Lady Broncs have trou­
ble staying consistent with 
putting low scores. 
"We need to learn how to 
play at least four out of five at 
the same time instead of having 
Tennis teams make first appearance at home 
By Matt Lynch 
The Pan American 
Despite a number of injuries, 
the UTPA women's tennis team 
fought through the adversity to 
earn two victories over the week­
end by edging Sam Houston State 
4-3 and pounding Southwest 
Texas State 6-1. 
"I'm not sure how we won a lot 
of those matches," said head ten­
nis coach Scott Howard. "But our 
team is winning by fighting well 
and showing a lot of heart. We're 
winning all the close matches." 
The Lady Broncs used strong 
singles play to pull out a win over 
Sam Houston State. UTPA picked 
up wins from the first, second, 
fifth and sixth singles spots. 
Freshman Celine Merlini (13-4) 
defeated Ivette Andrade 6-0,6-4 at 
number one singles, while junior 
Eve Nickelson (7-9) out-fought 
Stephanie Sutton 6-3, 7-5 at num­
ber two. 
Freshmen Jessica Brown and 
Alana Breen also won their 
matches at fifth and sixth singles. 
Brown (7-8) out-lasted Jayme 
Holmstrom 6-0, 2-6, 10-4, and 
Breen (6-8) beat Kim Jordan 6-2, 
6-0. 
"Our team has great fighting 
instincts and good character," 
Howard said. "Most of the 
women are playing well." 
The competition wasn't as 
close to call when the Lady 
Broncs faced off against 
Southwest Texas State. UTPA 
dominated the Bobcats by win­
ning six out of seven singles 
matches and sweeping the dou­
bles competition. 
By winning the two matches 
over the weekend, the Lady 
Broncs improved their record to 
3-2 on the season, and have 
already won more matches than 
last season. Although Howard is 
proud of his team's success, he is 
quick to point out that this is not 
last year's team. 
"The program is getting better 
and we're all excited about that," 
Howard said. "This group wasn't 
here in the past. This team came 
in with a clean slate, and they 
only know about the success 
they've had." 
Despite the Lady Broncs' 
strong performance so far this 
season, Howard knows there is 
still work to do. "We have only 
six girls playing, so we've got a 
problem with depth, and we still 
have injury problems," he said. 
While the injury situation is 
improving, a number of athletes 
have minor injuries, and some ail­
ments could last the entire season. 
Fife and Merlini are both suffer­
ing through serious shoulder 
injuries which may last some 
time. 
While the men's team has had 
trouble so far this season in the 
Southland Conference, Howard 
believes his team can still pull out 
a number of victories. "It's a 
tough tennis conference," he said. 
"Every match is going to be close 
and our guys are going to have 
their hands full every match." 
Both the men's and women's 
team have a break from travel this 
weekend when they host a num­
ber of matches Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday. The Lady Broncs 
face Nicholls State at noon 
Friday, and Texas Lutheran at 5 
p.m. On Saturday, the men's team 
faces Texas Lutheran at 9 a.m. 
and Texas A&M-Corpus Christi 
at 3:30 p.m. Sunday offers anoth­
er full day of action, as the Lady 
Broncs face Incarnate Word at 1 
p.m. and the Broncs host the 
Incarnate Word men's team at 
2:30. 
Howard said playing at home 
takes the complications of travel 
and lodging out of the equation 
and gives his team an advantage 
of the visitors, and is excited 
about what this weekend has in 
store for his teams. 
"Normally, we play these teams 
on the road," he said. "We'll have 
to play well [to win every match], 
but this is a great opportunity to 
play all these teams at home." 
Freshman Alana Breen will be looking for win number 
seven at the Orville Cox tennis courts at UTPA. 
-Sports Information 
